Rowing Club Safety Audit
· People


· Is Water Safety a permanent agenda item for review by the committee?
· Do you have a Club Water Safety Advisor who gives regular reports to your committee? 

· Communication




· Do you display a list of addresses and telephone numbers for emergencies? 






· Do you clearly display the location of the nearest telephone?






· First Aid




· Where is the fully stocked and readily accessible first aid kit?


· Who is responsible for regularly checking and replacing the contents of the first aid kit?


· What is the frequency of checking?


· Equipment: How many of the following are available for use? 




· Thermal/exposure blankets


· Throw bags (rescue lines)


· Appropriate types and sizes of lifejackets/ buoyancy aids


· Who is responsible for checking and maintaining above?


· Insurance




· Do you have third party/public liability insurance for on and off the water?






· Navigation Rules




· Where are the rules for the safe use of your local waters displayed? (NB: Should include diagrams and maps)

· How do you communicate the local navigation rules, including lights and signals to your members?

· How do you ensure they fully understand the implications?


· Where is the up-to-date incident log?


· Where is the boat in and out log?

· Equipment




· Who is designated, or what system is in place to ensure that all rowing equipment, launches and trailers are properly and regularly maintained?

· What “quarantine” system is in place to ensure that unsuitable equipment is isolated to avoid its use?


· Who is responsible for the upkeep of your damage repair ‘log’?


· Health & Safety 
· Are swimming tests & capsize drills carried out? (strongly advised)

· If not, is any statement of swimming competency demanded of prospective members or guardians?

· Does your Club request a statement from prospective new members to confirm the absence of any medical or physical condition precluding heavy exercise?

· Supervision 
· How many of your coaches are RA accredited coaches? Is their accreditation current?(strongly advised)
· Are coaching and safety launches fully equipped with safety aids? Do you ensure that coaches wear lifejackets/buoyancy aids at all times when accompanying crews in launches? 

· Do you ensure that coxes wear lifejackets/buoyancy aids in the boat at all times? 

· Are your coxes properly briefed about escape from front loaders 

· Local Conditions 
· Do any particular hazards exist peculiar to the Club or location and do procedures exist to counteract them? 







